
Bridging the Vocabulary Gap for Academic Success 
Why High-Poverty Schools Need The Illustrated Dictionary of Everyday Things 

Vocabulary size is one of the strongest predictors of academic success.1


The challenge: A Vocabulary Gap That Limits Learning 

A landmark study found that by age three, children from high-income families have heard 30 million 
more words than their peers from low-income backgrounds.  By the time they enter kindergarten, 
they often have less than half the vocabulary size of their more affluent classmates.2  

This weakness in vocabulary is a problem because students’ ability to succeed in school is deeply tied 
to the words they know and how quickly they can learn new ones. (See Chart #1 Estimated Vocabulary 
Development Rates on the back.)  Students with a well-developed vocabulary learn to read more easily 
and quickly, read more fluently, comprehend texts more effectively, express themselves with 
greater precision, and acquire new knowledge more efficiently. (See Chart 2 on the other side.)


The Solution: Filling the Vocabulary Gap for Success 

The Illustrated Dictionary of Everyday Things is designed to close this gap by introducing children to 
the foundational words that they may not have been exposed to at home. By bridging the divide 
between the words students should know to succeed and the words they actually do know, this 
dictionary will:


• Accelerate Learning: When children know more words, they learn new words faster. Studies 
confirm that prior knowledge makes learning easier because children can draw connections 
between familiar and unfamiliar concepts. 


• Support Reading Success: A strong vocabulary leads to better reading fluency and 
comprehension, allowing students to understand and engage with grade-level materials.


• Level the Playing Field: by providing students in high-poverty schools with essential vocabulary 
knowledge, we ensure that every child has the opportunity to succeed - regardless of 
socioeconomic background.


How Your Service Organization Can Help 

Your organization has the opportunity to change lives by sponsoring The Illustrated Dictionary of 
Everyday Things for second-grade students in high-poverty schools. By ensuring that all children have 
access to the foundational words they need, you are giving them the building blocks for stronger 
literacy, higher academic achievement, and brighter future opportunities. 

1 (Moody et al. (2018) - Vocabulary Instruction: A Critical analysis of Theories, Research, and Practice). 
2. (Hart & Risley - Meaningful Differences in the Everyday Experience of Young American Children).


*The Illustrated Dictionary of Everyday things was created by Janet Caruthers, Ed. S. (Ed. S. - Reading; M.A. - English: 
B.A. - Elementary Education, Early Childhood Education, ESOL); teacher of over 34 years; Academic Intervention 
Specialist, Reading/Writing Specialist; with 26 years in elementary Title One schools. She started a list of words her 
students didn’t know discovered in reading groups and class discussions in grades 1 - 5. That list became several books 
including The Illustrated Dictionary of Everyday Things. 



Chart #1

Chart #2


