
Introduction 
 

Vocabulary Centers and Partner Learning 
 

This book, like all my books, is about building vocabulary. It is about giving 
your students the opportunity to revisit the words they learn, which 
promotes understanding and retention. Revisiting, also called spaced 
review, is the most effective form of review and yet the most neglected in 
vocabulary building. 
 
We know that students must encounter a word many times and in different 
contexts to be able to retain its meaning. We know that the more a student 
can manipulate new learning in different ways, the better the understanding 
and retention.  Since we know this, let’s use it! 
 
The pictures, ideas and templates in this book will give your students 
opportunities (within your language arts block) to revisit the vocabulary 
words you have taught. Revisiting by: 

• creating student-centered vocabulary word walls, 
• interacting with the words on these word walls by adding newly 

taught words,  
• manipulating the information in many different ways and contexts, 
• giving students the opportunity to talk with a partner about the 

words (which enhances understanding and retention). 
 
The ideas in this book have been classroom tested and child approved!  I 
believe you will enjoy the experiences as much as your students.  

Janet Caruthers, Ed. S. 



Table of Contents 
 

This book is divided into 4 sections: 
Section I - Pictures with a Word Bank – Students label parts of objects using a word bank. Great activity 
for a vocabulary center or for partner learning. 
 
Section II - Pictures with Labels  - Can be used as an answer key for Section I and for doing many of 
the vocabulary center ideas listed in Section III. 
 
Section III - Activities & Forms – Ideas & Templates for vocabulary center or for partner learning. 
 
Section IV - Using Word Walls to revisit vocabulary – Ideas for making vocabulary word walls and 
using word walls with a vocabulary center or partner learning.  
 
Sections I and II are divided into categories:   

Our Bodies 
Parts of a Body 
Parts of an Eye 
Parts of a Face 
Parts of a Face with Hair 
Parts of the Back of a Hand 
Parts of the Inside of a Hand  
Parts of a Foot 

 
Things We Wear 

Parts of a Pair of Glasses 
Parts of a Pair of Pants 
Parts of a Shirt 
Parts of a Shoe 

 
Things Around the House 

Parts of a Backyard 
Parts of a Bedroom 
Parts of a Chair 
Parts of a Clock 
Parts of a Computer 
Parts of Containers (3 pages) 
Parts of a Door 
Parts of a Fireplace 
Parts of a House 
Parts of a Kitchen 
Kitchen Utensils (2 pages) 
Parts of a Lamp 
Parts of a Living Room 
Parts of a Needle 
Parts of a Table Setting 
Tools for Building 
Tools for Gardening 
Parts of a Staircase 
Parts of a Window                                                                     (continued on next page) 

 



 
Things We Eat 

Parts of an Apple 
Parts of an Egg 

 
 
Vehicles 

Parts of an Airplane 
Parts of a Bicycle 
Parts of a Boat 
Boats without Motors 
Parts of a Car 

 
Nature – Plants and Animals 

Parts of a Flowering Plant 
Parts of a Tree 
 
Parts of a Bird 
Parts of a Cow 
Parts of a Dog 
Parts of a Duck 
Parts of a Fish 
Parts of a Horse 
Parts of a Pig 





 
Section III 

 

Ideas, Activities and Forms for   
Vocabulary Centers  

and  
Partner Learning 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Research indicates that the very best kind of review for 
long-term retention is “spaced review”.  And yet, the most 
neglected part of vocabulary instruction is “revisiting” the 
new words.    
 
These activities were designed to be used after teaching 3 
or more objects, to provide your students with opportunities 
to manipulate the new information in different ways and to 
revisit the words (which would be spaced review). 
 
Also, important is to give the students as much time to talk 
about the objects and their parts as possible.  The more talk, 
the better understanding and retention.  



Date ___________________                                                        Name _________________ 
 

MATCHING GAME 
 
 
Parts of a ____________, a _________________, and a _____________    
 
 

1. ___________ and ___________ are both parts of a _________________ 

2. ___________ and ___________ are both parts of a _________________ 

3. ___________ and ___________ are both parts of a _________________ 

4. ___________ and ___________ are both parts of a _________________ 

5. ___________ and ___________ are both parts of a _________________ 

6. ___________ and ___________ are both parts of a _________________ 

7. ___________ and ___________ are both parts of a _________________ 

8. ___________ and ___________ are both parts of a _________________ 

9. ___________ and ___________ are both parts of a _________________ 

10. ___________ and ___________ are both parts of a _______________ 
 
 



Section IV 
 

Using Word Walls with a  
Vocabulary Center or Partner Learning 

 
 
What many teachers have not considered is vocabulary word 
walls. I have personally used vocabulary word walls 
effectively for years.  This is important... they are only 
effective if your goal for putting them up is to offer 
opportunities for your students to revisit the words you have 
taught them.  In our staff development trainings, the 
importance of revisiting the words has not been stressed so it 
is the least practiced part of vocabulary development in most 
classrooms.  Students must be exposed to a new word many 
times for it to become part of their knowledge base. 
 
Also important, perhaps crucial, is that the word walls should 
be class generated. They can be pictures of objects you have 
taught with important parts labeled, posters of lists that 
students have encountered in shared reading, independent 
reading, or teacher read alouds (synonyms, good feeling 
words, bad feeling words, antonyms, categories of words, 
continuums (semantic gradients) etc…  

 
Read on for more ideas. 



________________________ made this activity for _________________________. 
                  (your name)                                                                                                              (your partner’s name) 

 
 

Synonyms or Antonyms? 
 
 
 
 
              Write synonyms or antonyms            Do you agree or disagree?         Was your partner right? ✓ or  ✗        Were you right? ✓ or  ✗ 
 
                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             
Ex:  ______________ and  ______________  are   ______________   ___________                       _____                                 _____ 

Ex:  ______________ and  ______________  are   _______________   ___________                       _____                                 _____ 

1. ______________ and  ______________  are   ______________   ___________                       _____                                 _____ 

2. ______________ and  ______________  are   ______________   ___________                       _____                                 _____ 

3. ______________ and  ______________  are   ______________   ___________                       _____                                 _____ 

4. ______________ and  ______________  are   ______________   ___________                       _____                                 _____ 

5. ______________ and  ______________  are   ______________   ___________                       _____                                 _____ 

6. ______________ and  ______________  are   ______________   ___________                       _____                                 _____ 

7. ______________ and  ______________  are   ______________   ___________                       _____                                 _____ 

8. ______________ and  ______________  are   ______________   ___________                       _____                                 _____ 

9. ______________ and  ______________  are   ______________   ___________                       _____                                 _____ 

10. ______________ and  ______________  are   ______________   ___________                       _____                                 _____ 

hot 

wrong antonyms agree 
✓

correct 

warm disagree synonyms ✓

✓

✗ 

You are making this activity for your partner.   
1. Write your name and your partner’s name at the top. 
2. Copy 10 sets of synonym and antonym word pairs from your word 

wall posters. Use some of each. (Don’t let your partner see.) 
3. Then give this paper to your partner. 
4. Your partner (not looking at the posters) decides if the two words 

are synonyms or antonyms and writes that in the blank next to each 
word pair. 

5. Look at each of your partner’s answers and (without looking at the 
posters) write agree or disagree with each answer. 

6. Look at the posters and score the answers. See the examples below. 
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